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Abstract
This research was carried out to find the trends and style of coverage of Nepal issues
in the BBC online. The news stories published in the online in six month period were
observed and analyzed by direct observation method.

The research found that unlike Nepalese news media disaster and other social issues
are reported with priority rather than political issues.  Very small to large issues were
covered in a standard way of presentation. Sources of the news are well cited. The
news matters published in the BBC world online can draw a picture of contemporary
Nepal and can build opinion.

In comparison to the issues of other countries in the south Asia, Nepal issues are
covered very less. The reporters should cover more issues about Nepal. Nepal’s
officials, politicians, Gurkhas and other newsmakers should develop skills to attract
international media through their opinion.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Background

The IFJ has set the slogan for this year’s press freedom day “21st Century Media: New
Frontier, New Barrier.”i Hence 21st century media means the online media.

Online media are becoming the strongest media in the recent days. The rapid growth
of Mobile Computing devices i.e. Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), iPad, iPod and
especially mobile hand phones have enhanced the access to the online material
widely.

A recent statistics says the number of valid Internet user has reached 3.1 million in
Nepal.ii

As the Internet and online contents are serving boundless information to every age
and class people. This has enhanced the right of information of the people and gave
platform for freedom of expression.

What content is a matter, pornography, content to provoke violence and war and
that may encourage disorderliness the society. Pornography is not journalism but
some scholars have put it under blue journalism. To save our children from the
exploitation and cyber crime parents have to guide which sort of materials are to be
accessed and what is not.

Following the global trend mass media in Nepal is growing as an industry. There are
many newspapers, radio stations, television channels and dozens of online news
portals. They are covering range of news of various topics.

Why BBC is chosen?

Among of hundreds Nepali Media and dozens of online services in Nepal, the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) World Online service is chosen for the research.
Because, coverage of the Nepali online media is as same as the coverage of any other
Nepali newspapers, radio and televisions. BBC is chosen to observe what issues of
Nepal actually attract the international audience.

The BBC being a Public Service Broadcaster (PSB) has maintained its standard in
balanced news coverage. It relatively seems less biased by political ideology because
it is directly funded by the people of Great Britain not by the British Government.

Nepal has made the first diplomatic tie-up with Britain in 1934.iii Due to the
diplomatic attachment to the Great Britain BBC has given priority to Nepal.

Nepal has been providing manpower for military force to Britain since the World
War-I. Nepal based Gurkha Regiment played a decisive role for the victory of Britain
in the World War-II.
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The BBC is regarded the oldest and most reliable and globally recognized media.

Nepal has faced a decade-long armed conflict. Now it is in the transition of peace
process. The involvement of UNMIN in the integration or resettlement of the Maoist
combatants, post-conflict peace restoration process of the country, global tourism
through the top of the world ‘Mt. Everest’ and other natural beauty of Nepal the eyes
of the world is focused on Nepal. Hence BBC is the window to see the Nepali face to
the world.

The BBC which covers many stories from Nepal is popular to the foreign readers to
know about these issues.

Therefore, the BBC online has been chosen for carry out research on.

BBC: an Introduction

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) was established in 18 October, 1922 as a
private company radio broadcaster. It was converted into Public Service
Broadcasting (PSB) in 1927 that begun its TV broadcasting from 1934. The television
transmission was suspended from 1 September 1939 to 7 June 1946 for the World
War-II.iv

Nowadays BBC Radio has a worldwide coverage using its own radio stations as well
as partnership with other local radios and FM studios. Similarly, the BBC World
Television has got its worldwide coverage through different studios and cable
networks.

The online edition of the BBC world service is bbc.co.uk. As the other media the
online portal publishes breaking news, news, views and interviews as well as other
news coverage. v

The BBC is the largest broadcasting organisation in the world. Its mission is to enrich
people's lives with programmes that inform, educate and entertain.

It is a public service broadcaster, established by a Royal Charter and funded by the
license fee that is paid by UK households.

So the BBC uses income from the license fee to provide services including 8 national
TV channels plus regional programming, 10 national radio stations, 40 local radio
stations and an extensive website.

The BBC World Service broadcasts to the world on radio, on TV and online,
providing news and information in 32 languages including Nepali. It is funded by a
government grant, not from the license fee.BBC does not broadcast any commercial
advertisement. (Whereas in the online version they are including advertisement in a
small scale)

The BBC is a rare example of the broadcasters that have to a greater extent evaded
government influence while most counties have adopted government sponsored
radio broadcasting.
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The BBC also has a commercial arm, BBC Worldwide. Its profits are returned to the
BBC for investment in new programming and services.

Research Question

The researcher believes that it would be quite relevant to see how the BBC covers
Nepal. Since BBC Nepali Service has been producing and broadcasting news and
other radio and online materials especially focusing on Nepal, the BBC world service
(online) is still attracted by some issues from here.

So, what issues on Nepal attract the international news media? Political
development, post conflict or environment? The research will attempt to find out the
answers of these questions.

Rationale of the Study

Online media are established as a strong medium of Mass Media because they can
update news every minute. Therefore they are becoming more and more popular
every day. Least studies are carried out about the content of online service till the
date. The study of online edition of the most popular news media of the world BBC
can give a glimpse on what issues of under developed countries like Nepal attract
them.

This study may help the future students of mass communication to find out the trend
of coverage of Nepal issues in international online media.

The study can be important academically, politically and socially to observe the
contemporary conditions of the respective subjects.

Objectives of the Study

i. To find out what subjects are most covered about Nepal
ii. To find out how many issues are covered
iii. To observe the balance of subjects covered
iv. To find out the interest areas of the BBC world service regarding Nepal

Coverage.
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Chapter 2

Research Methods

Selection of topic

There are dozens of international online news media in the world covering news
varying from very small to big issues. Among them the BBC was chosen to study
because it has a mentionable good coverage on Nepal issues. The world community
checks it to read news and issues about Nepal. Being a PSB the online is regarded for
the presentation of the news in less biased angle. Therefore the online edition of BBC
world service has been chosen.

Methods of study

Direct observation method is used in this research.

Since the research was carried out on the basis of content, secondary data collection
method was used. The online service’s website bbc.co.uk is used as the main source
of information. For reference other literature and online materials are also concerned.

The researcher observed for the Nepal related contents in the online edition of BBC
world service published in the duration of past 6 month i.e. from 3rd May to 2nd

November, 2011. The online has a scanty coverage about Nepal therefore, materials
published in a long time period of six months have been observed to make the study
more relevant.

Duration of the Research

The study was carried out for two months (starting from 25th September, ending on
24th November). Collection of secondary data, analyzing them and presenting into
standard format was done during the research period.

Limitations of the research

The purpose of this study is academic. It will not be used commercially; therefore,
certain limitations have been followed.

The world news in the BBC online makes a vague topic to study; therefore, only
Nepal coverage has been observed and analyzed to pin-point the research on a
specific topic.

The BBC Nepali service has got a wide coverage on Nepal therefore the content of
Nepali Service is not observed.
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Chapter 3

Presentation of Findings and Analysis

Content Analysis

The online has serious concern about the post-war transition in Nepal. It reports
about the political development as well as social reformation. News about sweeping
out landmines set during the wartime attracts them.

The contrary that annoyed the Nepalese people has become the issue for the BBC as
well. News about the inability of the construction making body Constituent
Assembly (CA) to finish the task on time, frequent extension of the CA tenure by the
body itself and the agony of the people against the attitudes of CA members is well
pictorialized in a political news story.

It has tried to cover small news of literary fair in Kathmandu, minority Christians
suffering from the problem of burial ground, and ban on 3Ms for students in
Pokhara i.e. Motorbike, Mobile and Miniskirt.

The online has covered news of interest and hope about post-conflict development.
The news of praise of the PM Bhattarai by the people for choosing domestic made
jeep “Mustang” is another example.

News presentation Format

The online has a different news format than that of others.

Most of the stories published with at least a related picture and for some they put a
video coverage. The news about protesters of Tibetan has got a video attached on it.

The lead of each news-story is presented at the beginning with bold typeface. Each
lead has tried to answer the basic 5Ws and an H.

Follow-ups in the news

For various news reports the online has published follow-up stories. The online
seems to be conscious to publish follow-up stories to those news which are covered
in flash news. Those news stories are clarified as if they were not covered as
complete news. Disaster news like plane crash and earthquake have got good follow
ups. Similarly the online has made a good follow-up stories on the political
developments and Gurkha issues.
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Quoting the news source
An important thing in news reporting is the quote of source. The BBC online is very

conscious on quoting the sources. It has quoted various sources in one news story.
(See Annex-II)

They have used all types of sources i.e. official sources, informed sources, expert,
witness and documents. Even in a very small issue of banning 3M in Pokhara city,
the news has quoted 5 sources.

Nabin Singh Khadka has quoted seven sources in his report entitled ‘Quakes could
rupture glacial lakes’. He has concerned the experts of seismology, geophysicist and
glaciologist. In the report he has used many reports and quoted some officials too.

The online has quoted the reporters of BBC in Kathmandu in many news stories. It
has also quoted some Nepali journalists.

Alastair Lawson who wrote two long articles on Gurkha has quoted various sources
ranging from a simple Gurkha dependent to the MP and Defense ministry secretary
in Britain. He has quoted the local authority in London, actress Johanna Lumley,
British Gurkha Welfare Society (BGWS) statement, Ministry of Defense in London,
BGWS General Secretary Chhatra Rai, Gerald Howarth, the MP, Gurkha Justice
Campaign (GJC) joint leader Martin Howe, Gurkha Ragprasad Purja, Muktinath
Ghale a Gurkha dependent and many Gurkhas.

Agencies are given credit
A beautiful thing in BBC online reports is quoting the news agencies and their news
sources. A news about a military plane crash they have quoted as ‘senior police
official Uma Prasad Chaturbedi told to the AFP news agency.’

In the 18 September earthquake news the online has quoted Xinhua news agency,
Reuters, AP, AFP and one news paper from Nepal ‘The Himalayan Times.’

In this way the quoting of news source is found a strong point in BBC online.
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Statistical Analysis on the content

Total 33 stories related to Nepal were published in the BBC World online service in
the six month period i.e. 3rd May to 3rd November, 2011. It is a scanty amount of
issues.

By the observation it is found that BBC broadcasts radio news in different 28
languages across the world. Nepali is one among them in which issues related to
Nepal are widely covered. The BBC Nepali Service has its own online edition in
Nepali language that has published a range of issues focusing on Nepal.

As any other news media Nepalese online services prefer their coverage upon the
political developments with high priority. They cover the conflicts between different
political groups as well as different ethnic groups which makes no value to the
international news media.

The following table shows the coverage of Nepal issues by BBC online.

Table 1: Topic-wise Coverage of Nepal Issues

Topics Coverage Percentage
Photo Feature 1 3.03
Tibet 1 3.03
Literature 1 3.03
Adventure/Environment 3 9.09
Gurkha 5 15.15
Political Coverage 6 18.18
Society/crime 8 24.24
Disaster/Accident 8 24.24
Total 33 100.00

Source: Observation data 2011

Stories are divided into different 8 categories according to their subjects to make the
analysis easier.

Unlike the Nepali media the political coverage in BBC online seemed low. The
newspapers, radio and television in Nepal are full of political news. But the news
coverage in BBC online seemed different. Among the 33 news stories published
during the six month period in the online, 6 (six) are political news that comes in
third position after disaster and society.

Number of news stories on Disaster & Accident seem to be the highest one that
counts nine (including one photo feature). Society/Crime issues are also covered as
much as eight. This reflects that the international community is watching the social
change after a long conflict in Nepal.
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The fourth issue according to number of coverage is Gurkhas that counts 5(five).
Adventure/Environment stories are published in 3 numbers, whereas stories on
literature and Tibet issue are covered one each.

The data can be presented as the following bars.

Figure 1 : Topic Wise Coverage

Source: Observation data 2011

Types of Articles

While observing the articles by types the following trend was found.

In the observation by type the number of news stories (17) looks the biggest one
followed by feature articles (11), byline news (4) and photo feature(1).

Figure 2: Articles by type

Source: Observation data 2011
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Table 2: Journalists Contributing in Nepal Issues

Nepali Journalists 5
Foreign Journalists 11
Agencies 1
Not mentioned 16

Source: Observation data 2011

Both domestic and foreign journalists have given contribution upon the news and
articles in BBC online service. Most of the stories (11 out of 16 byline news stories)
are contributed by foreign journalists. They have used news by agencies and in 16
news stories they have not mentioned the name of the reporter.

Table 3 : Article length comparison Chart between Longest and shortest

News/Article Words Writer/Reporter
Was Lumley campaign good for Gurkhas? 1422 Alastair Lawson
Tibetan protesters arrested in Nepal 58 Jonathan Joseph
Average length of total story 513

Source: Observation data 2011

Comparing the length of news and articles, a special reporter has given three-times-
longer story than the average length. Alastair Lawson who has given two rigorous
stories on the same day (30th July, 2011) on Gurkha issue writes average 1422 words
per articles whereas the average length of story is calculated 513 words. Jonathan
Joseph wrote a short news story about Tibet issue in 58 words. Nepalese writers
come in the average of 700 words per articles.

The following table can clarify the average words per story by reporters.

Table 4 : Average Byline Article Size by writer

Reporter/Journalist Average words per story
Jonathan Joseph 58
Sanjoy Majumder 71
Sanjaya Dhakal 544
Joanna Jolly 619
Thomas Bell 785
Nabin Singh Khadka 845
Matthew Thompson 869
Alastair Lawson 1342

Source: Observation data 2011
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Figure 3: Average words per story

Table 5 : Journalist Wise Reports

Reporter/Journalist Number of stories
Jonathan Joseph 1
Sanjoy Majumder 1
Sanjaya Dhakal 3
Joanna Jolly 4
Thomas Bell 2
Nabin Singh Khadka 2
Matthew Thompson 1
Alastair Lawson 2

Source: Observation data 2011

Joanna Jolly who writes about the politics and society gives the biggest number (4) of
articles. Following her Sanjaya Dhakal comes second with 3 stories. Three reporters
have produced 2 stories and three reporters gave one each.

Source: Observation data 2011
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Figure 4 : Number of News stories by months

The above graph shows that the largest number of news coverage about Nepal in the
BBC online edition occurred in August and September. Many disasters and accidents
occurred in period. Similarly, new political developments were featured. Only one
news-story was published in June.

Source: Observation data 2011
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Stories Detail

Story-wise Analysis

The stories covered by BBC Online during the study period are divided into eight
different categories i.e. Disaster, Society/Crime, Political Coverage, Gurkha issues,
Adventure /Environment, Literature, Tibet issue and Photo Feature.

The gist of the news matters that were given space by BBC online is analyzed as
follows.

Disaster/Accident

Eight news stories have been published about disasters and accidents during the
study period.

A disaster news was published in title ‘Nepal rescue plane missing with six people
on board’

“A military aircraft with six people on board has gone missing in a remote part of
mid-western Nepal, an army spokesperson has told the BBC.

The airplane was returning to Kathmandu carrying a medical team from a rescue
mission near the Indian border when it lost contact with officials.”vi

The Plane caught with an accident on 18th October killing all six persons including a
patient, his relative and medical personnel from the military force.

A follow-up story was published on the other day in title ‘Six dead in Nepal military
rescue plane crash’

That clarified the accident and related to the early accidents “Plane crashes are fairly
common in mountainous Nepal. Last month 19 people died in a crash near Mount
Everest.

In another crash last December, all 22 people travelling in a small passenger plane
were killed east of Kathmandu.”vii

Relating the statistics of previous accident has made this news story more interesting.
This also clears us that the online has maintained account of previous plane crash in
Nepal.

Likewise, the news of a bus accident occurred on 13th October in Sindhuli District
killing 41 people is another coverage about the accident in Nepal. The news was
entitled ‘Nepal bus plunges off mountain road killing 41.’

“At least 41 people were killed when a bus veered off a mountain road into a river in
eastern Nepal, police said.

Other passengers are missing after the accident in remote Sindhuli district, about
100km (62 miles) from Kathmandu.” report says “The bus swerved on a stretch of
road, lost control and plummeted 400 meters from a cliff into the Sunkoshi river,
police told the BBC.”viii
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It is common to the public buses to be overcrowded in Nepal and in the poorly
maintained mountain road accidents are common.

The report has satirically quotes the Chief District Officer (CDO) of Sindhuli District
for his ignorance about the passengers travelling on the rooftop. It ironically
highlights the phrase “technical problems” of the bus which the CDO has mentioned
to be the cause of accident.

Monsoon rainfall triggers landslides and make treacherous roads more slippery the
reporter observes the causes of frequent accidents.

In the background the report has mentioned that people were travelling back to work
from their home after two-week long national festival, Dashain.

Another news of accident was of a small plane crash in Kathmandu. They have
focused the accident because it was carrying foreign tourists.

The news published with a headline ‘Nepal tourist plane crashes near Kathmandu
killing 19’ wrote “The Buddha Air plane was carrying 16 tourists to view Mount
Everest and other peaks and was returning to the Nepalese capital.

One person was rescued alive and taken to hospital but died of his injuries.”

The report says highlighting the similar accidents in the past “Aviation accidents
involving small aircraft are not uncommon in mountainous Nepal.”ix

Nepal’s Earthquake in Priority

The 18 September Earthquake that shook Nepal, India and China was well covered
by the BBC Online. The Online has given Flash news, follow ups as well as Photo
story.

A flash news was published about the Nepal Earthquake of 18 September entitled
‘Deadly earthquake strikes India-Nepal border.’

Rescue efforts are under way across isolated Himalayan regions in India, Nepal and
Tibet after a magnitude 6.9 earthquake struck the area on Sunday.

The worst affected area was the northern Indian state of Sikkim, where at least 31
people died.

Earthquake follow-up News

Many follow-up news on earthquake are covered. In the first follow-up the death toll
is reported at least 35 quoting the Indian government.

The follow-up news entitled ‘At least 50 dead in Himalayan quake’ says “At least
five people were killed in Nepal, police there say, and at least seven died in Tibet,
China's official Xinhua news agency reported. At least six other people were killed in
other Indian states.” One of the news reported. A strong quake at 12:40 GMT and
was followed by two strong aftershocks the report gives the picture of the
earthquake.

It reports about buildings being evacuated in fear of collapse. People in different
places are suffered by interruption in power supply and telephone caused by
hundreds of landslides after the shake, report says.
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“In Kathmandu, 270km (170 miles) west of the
quake's epicenter, buildings were evacuated and
traffic came to a standstill.”

It has mentioned about the collapse of the wall
of British Embassy in Kathmandu that has killed
three people including a eight-year-old child.

The report Quoted The Himalayan Times
newspaper to prove the death of two people in
Dharan. “Two others died in Dharan in Sunsari
district, including a five-year-old child,
according to the the Himalayan Times
newspaper.”x

“Dozens of people have been killed and many more injured after a magnitude 6.9
earthquake shook north-eastern India, Nepal and Tibet.”xi Another follow-up news
continues with headline ‘Deadly earthquake rocks India, Nepal and Tibet.’

Like many other international news agencies, BBC Online has mentioned a wrong
information about the epicenter of the earthquake. They repeatedly said the epicenter
was in Sikkim, India.

“The epicenter of the earthquake was in India's mountainous Sikkim state, where at
least 18 people were killed.”

The earthquake map of Google showed that the epicenter was inside Nepal’s
territory close to Sikkim, India although it made a big damage to the Indian citizen.
In locating the epicenter the online was proven false.

“Rescue efforts are under way across isolated Himalayan regions in India, Nepal and
Tibet after a magnitude 6.9 earthquake struck the area on Sunday.”

A news with headline ‘Race to rescue quake victims in India, Nepal and Tibet’ writes
latest reports from Nepal say that at least six people have been killed with more than
100 injured. Landslide triggered by the quake has blocked transport in Eastern parts
of Nepal.

The news of halt in the parliament debate due to the quake is also reported.

“A budget debate in the country's parliament was suspended for 15 minutes when
lawmakers fled the chamber as the entire building shook.”xii

Society/Crime

The second largest coverage by the BBC online about Nepal is society and crime. It
has reported eight news stories in this category.

Figure 5: BBC quotes a local
newspaper for data

Source: BBC Online



Nepal in the BBC: An Observational Study of the Online Edition

21

A news entitled ‘Nepal Christians plan hunger strike over burial ground’ has shown
its serious concern of the minority Christian in Nepal happens to be the problem of
burial of the dead body. The news highlights the suffering of Christians for the
symmetry whereas the government has not allotted land for it.

“Nepal's minority Christian community has threatened to go on a hunger strike
unless the government sets aside land for them to bury their dead.”

“But, the BBC's Joanna Jolly says, Christianity is becoming more popular in Nepal,
partly because poorer Hindus view it as a way to escape the rigid caste system and
better their lives.

Unlike Hindus, who cremate their dead, Christians need designated land for
cemeteries and it is this demand that has brought them into conflict with the
government.”xiii

A heart touching fact that the news has raised is the Christian Community member
are compelled to throw corpses into the rivers secretly in the night because they have
no ways.

Thomas Bell writes an
article entitled ‘Nepal
comes to terms with
foreign adoptions
tragedy’ stating how
the child with its
natural mother is
converted into an
orphan to sell as an
adopted child in the
Europe.

A seven year-old girl
child is taken to
Kathmandu all the
way from a remote
village of Humla in
lure of good
opportunity of
education, was sent to
Italy as an adopted

orphan.

It says, Sarita Bhujel, an illiterate mother was persuaded by her neighbor to put her
daughter in a Kathmandu children’s home. The children’s home proprietor prevents
her to see her daughter making many excuses. During the time she was proved an
orphan by the help of police and sent to Italy.

Figure 6: A grief of the mom of an adopted baby.

Source: BBC Online
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The report quotes the mother "One day my daughter said, 'Mummy, there is
someone from a foreign country who is going to take me away.' I told her that
nobody was going to take her and that I would not allow such a thing. I told her not
to worry,"

Ms. Bhujel who works as a labourer in building sites had only 50 rupees used 30
rupees to bribe a staff of orphanage to learn that her daughter had been adopted by
an Italian couple and sent to Italy.

"For six months, I could not do much… no sleep, no food," she said.- the report says.

Adoptive parents pay thousands of dollars in fees and "donations" to orphanages
and government officials who process their cases.

“Researchers say that there are about 20, mostly female, agents operating in
Kathmandu, obtaining children for orphanages by offering similar promises to those
Ms Bhujel received.”

The report is published with the bribing figures as:

“Foreign couples are required to pay $5,000 (£3,216) to the orphanage and $3,000
(£1,930) to government officials for handling the paperwork. In many cases, adoptive
parents are believed to make other payments as well.”xiv

The article has made Nepal aware as a signatory to the Hague Convention on Protection
of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Inter-country Adoption, xv not implemented yet.
It has also alarmed people’s ignorance of such frequent frauds.

Another heart touching story about a writer is published in the online. The story
entitled ‘Nepal's prize-winning poet with cerebral palsy’ is about the well known
columnist and the author of Madan Puraskar prize winner autobiographical story
‘Life a thorn or a flower?’ (Jeewan Kanda Ki Phool?) Jhamak Kumari Ghimire.

The article says “A young woman with cerebral palsy, whose only way of
communicating is by

writing with her foot,
has won Nepal's most
prestigious literary
prize.”

Thomas Bell writes
her story from
Kathmandu “She was
not sent to school and
taught herself to write
by listening to her
sister studying. In her
prize-winning book
she describes the first
time she wrote the

letter 'ka' (क) - the first letter of the Devanagari alphabet in which Nepali is
written.”xvi

Figure 7: Jhamak Ghimire writing with her toes.

Source: BBC Online
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He quotes Ghimire “I could not share that moment's joy with anyone, but my first
letter was written in the dust on the ground and in my heart I could pronounce it. I
was so happy that I rewrote the letter 'ka' many times.”

She recalls her toe bleed while writing on the ground though her effort was
unnoticed at first.

Jhamak was born in a village in eastern Nepal. She was born with cerebral palsy and
cannot speak and use her hands. She communicates by writing with her foot.

The article has well described how the people unnoticed stepped in the big ‘ka’ in the
sand she’s scribed in the ground to erase it.

“Ms Ghimire's father, Krishna Prasad Ghimire, has described how a neighbor
suggested that he kill his disabled daughter when she was seven by throwing her in
a river.

Besides her prize-winning essays Ms Ghimire has published four volumes of poetry,
two books of short stories and many newspaper columns.”

A serious issue the article raised is the parents of poor economic status are unable to
send their children with disability for special education school whereas the
government could not take care of them.

Nabin Singh Khadka the environment report writes a report entitled ‘Himalaya
village caught between culture and nature.’

An ethnic
community in
Nepal's remotest

Himalayan
district, bordering
Tibet, says it has
been struggling to
save its unique
Buddhist culture
from being
uprooted by
floods from a
glacial lake.

Nabin Singh
Khadka

Environment
Reporter of BBC
reveals the art
and cultures
cultivated in the

‘secret’ village inside the Himalaya are not out of danger of extinct if the floods
uproot from the glacial lakes.

“The locals of Halji village in Humla district of western Nepal practice the Drikung
Kagyu school of Tibetan Buddhism, which has an 11th-Century monastery at its
heart.

Figure 8 : Tak Tsho Lake in Humla District

Source: BBC Online
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……

They fear the next time the Tak Tsho lake bursts like it did this year, it may hit the
1,000 year-old sacred site.”xvii

The report claims Most of the 4,000 or so glaciers and their lakes in the Nepalese
Himalayas are not monitored, like the one above Halji in Humla district.

Most of the glaciers and lakes in the Himalayas are not monitored

Sanjaya Dhakal has reported for BBC on the triple ban on students in Pokhara in a
news entitled ‘Nepalese town of Pokhara imposes triple ban on students’.

The authorities in western Nepalese city Pokhara have launched a campaign to
improve student discipline by banning over 3M i.e. mobile, miniskirt and motorbike.

They introduced the new rule seeing these three elements distracting the students
from their duty of study.

“From now, teenage high school students aged between 16 and 18 will no longer be
allowed to have mobile phones in classrooms or ride motorbikes.

The decision was made following a meeting in Pokhara between teachers, parents
and the local administration.”xviii

The online has covered news about a crime of misuse of diplomatic passport. The
news published with in a headline with ‘Nepal police hold MP on passport fraud
suspicion’ writes a Member of Parliament (MP) is arrested by the police on charges
of selling his diplomatic passport.

The online refers this event with the similar case of arrest of two other MPs some
weeks ago. Their cases are now under the courts.

The diplomatic passport holders are entitled to be treated in an especial manner at
airport, customs and immigration around the world.

The news mentions “Nepal is one of the few countries in the world which gives
diplomatic passports to its MPs.”xix

Reflection of Post conflict
situation in news

The declaration of
Nepal’s landmines swept
away by United Nations
is published in the BBC
online as post conflict
development.

A news entitled ‘Nepal
declared free of mines
five years after civil war’
highlights the declaration
coming five years after

Figure 9: A security personnel giving the final
clearance of landmine

Source: BBC Online
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the end of ‘civil war’ between the army and Maoist rebels.

“Since the end of the conflict, mines have caused 473 casualties in Nepal - 78 of
which were fatal.

Nepal is now the second country in Asia after China to become landmine-free.”xx

According to the report Nepalese army laid 53 minefields around many key strategic
locations like telecommunication towers and army bases.

The report says relating the BBC's Joanna Jolly in Kathmandu says “The blowing up
of the last mine at Phulchoki was a symbolic end to this side of the conflict - but
Nepal's political parties still have a long way to go before they secure peace.

The focus now moves back onto the politicians who need to work together to ensure
conflict does not return to the country, our correspondent adds.”

Similarly, food crises in the remote western hills has become a topic that the online
has covered. Johanna Jolly reports in heading with ‘Malnutrition crisis looms for
remote Himalayan villages’ that although small quantity of wheat and millet could
be grown in their field but primitive farming methods, unpredictable rainfall and a
recent baby boom mean food is scarce.

People are not getting sufficient
food to coop their appetite. The
children are suffered of
malnutrition and some of them
are handicapped or having any
type of physical disabilities.

“The rate of chronic malnutrition
is 70%. You can see it in the
children who are fair-haired and
listless because of vitamin
deficiencies. The average life
expectancy here is only 47.

For the past decade, international
agencies like the UN World Food Programme (WFP) have been flying food into this
region to prevent starvation. But the WFP has said that within the next two months it
will drastically scale down aid to Nepal.

The number of people they're feeding in the west of Nepal will decrease from one
million to 100,000 by the end of the year - largely due to a decline in donations.”xxi

She writes the people say they cannot survive without the food aid because there is
least rainfall and their fields are becoming barren. If there is rainfall they can grow a
few amount of food grain with a hard labour that can survive them for three months.

The report has picturized people’s happiness by a drumming and dancing
performance when food arrives there.

The people’s agony against the government, involvement in armed insurgency and
people’s caravan towards India in quest of work is caused by the food crisis. The
report marked.

Figure 10: A remote Nepalese village in food
crises

Source: BBC Online
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Figure 11 : Mustang the vehicle of the PM Now

The Government Neglects, Donors like WFP reduce aid,

"Life is really difficult and we people are backwards," he says.

"It's because no one hears us when we ask for help. We don't have any access to the
media so politicians never listen to our problems.” She has quoted local people’s
voice.

The government repeats its commitment to long-term development projects like
building roads and modernizing agriculture, but the moment all politician vie for
power in Kathmandu and there is very least government presence in this region.

What the people are living with is their hope.

Political Coverage

The online has published 6 political news about Nepal. This category comes to the
third after disaster and society.

The online has published the news of
agreement signed by major political
parties regarding the integrating or
settlement of the Maoist combatants.

The news entitled ‘Nepal parties agree
final part of landmark peace deal’
quotes a spokesman of the Prime
Minister telling “It said that agreement
had been reached "on issues relating
the integration of former Maoist
combatants into the security forces
and providing support to victims of
the conflict”.xxii

Another political news
entitled ‘PM Bhattarai
praised for choosing Nepal-
made Mustang’ says “New
Nepalese PM Baburam
Bhattarai has spurned the
opportunity to travel in a
luxurious car and has
instead chosen an
unglamorous vehicle
assembled in Nepal.”

Dr. Bhattarai, who was Source: BBC Online
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sworn in on Monday, has chosen an unfancied Golchha Mustang as his official
vehicle.” The report says mentioned that less than 1,000 Mustang vehicles are sold so
far. News says that he is praised from the media for it.

The event is related to his declaration of his top priorities is the eradication of
poverty.

The authorities were little surprised when he refused to use lavish utility vehicle
(SUV) equally the makers of the vehicle Golchha Motors.

“It had to rush in a Mustang overnight on Sunday to Kathmandu from the eastern
city of Biratnagar - where the cars are assembled - so that Dr Bhattarai could get it in
time for his inauguration.

The company has promised to allay concerns about the prime minister travelling in a
vehicle without basic security features by delivering a better-equipped model within
the next six weeks.

It has dispatched a team of engineers to Delhi to scout for necessary accessories.”xxiii

This report has mirrored Nepal’s initial stage of industrial development. As well as it
has raised the issue of spending billions of Rupees in the foreign markets to import
foreign vehicles could be saved and hundreds of jobs created domestically.

The report entitled ‘Myriad challenges facing new Nepal PM Baburam Bhattarai’
records Bhattarai’s past career as Finance Minister in prime ministership of Pushpa
Kamal Dahal (Prachanda).

He has to deal with integration of PLA into army and formation of new constitution.
He is facing significant challenges from his own party- the report says.

“Currently, there are more than 19,000 Maoist former combatants in several
cantonments across the country - their future is one of Nepal's most sensitive and
most important political decisions.”xxiv

The news has mentioned about the relation with the Chairman Prachanda sometimes
in distance and sometimes close that determines his success or failure.

“It has swung from sweet to sour to
sweet. Only nine months ago, Dr
Bhattarai was isolated in his party
when Prachanda sided with
hardliners advocating what they
called a ‘people's revolt’.

A month ago, Dr Bhattarai ganged
up against Prachanda by drawing
support, strangely, from the
hardliners in demanding
responsibilities be redistributed in
the party.

It was as a result of this alliance that
Prachanda reluctantly had to endorse
Dr Bhattarai for prime minister.”

Figure 12: Baburam Bhattarai along with
his wife Hishila Yami after becoming the
PM

Source: BBC Online
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The online has published the news of Baburam Bhattarai’s election as Prime Minister
of Nepal with importance.

Highlighting the electing 4th prime minister in four years the news entitled
‘Baburam Bhattarai elected prime minister of Nepal’ says-

“Mr. Bhattarai got 340 votes to the Nepali Congress party candidate's 235, thanks to
the support of smaller parties based in the country's south.

He vowed to complete the peace process after 10 years of civil war and reach
agreement on a new constitution.

………

The rebels, represented by Mr. Bhattarai's party, fought a decade-long guerrilla
campaign against the former monarchy until joining the United Nations-supervised
peace process in 2006.” xxv

“The country's future is very bright and we can accomplish the task of constitution-
drafting and complete the peace process” the news quotes his saying relating the
agency.

On the other hand a disappointing news title ‘Nepal's political deadlock reaches
crisis point’ was published when the Constituent Assembly could not draft a
constitution in the extended one year tenure.

The news report says Nepal's politicians have admitted they will not be able to meet
a 28 May deadline to draw up a new constitution.

“….. a group of 50 men and women stand silently. Many have stuck pieces of paper
to their chests bearing the words "no work, no pay"( परूा अब देऊ).

The CA could not complete its work till the end of its extended one year tenure over
the two year regular term.

The news report says opposition insisting the Maoists to hand over their weapons as
part of the deal to extend the deadline.

“But the country's embattled politicians are running out of time to agree on a
compromise that will convince their people they are serious about completing the
constitution and securing peace.”xxvi

Gurkha

Gurkhas although frequently look struggling for equal treatment in any facility, are
highly honoured by the BBC in coverage.

Victoria Cross the most glorifying award in gallantry is highly honoured in the UK.
Many Gurkhas have won the glorious medal during the World War-II. Therefore the
VC winners are always news maker for them. The online has covered story with
honour about the demise of VC Tul Bahadur Pun in last April. Whereas it has
covered about the miserable life of British Gurkha pensioners settled down in Britain
as well.
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It has given a precise coverage to Gurkha for small to large issues. In the six month
content analysis, 5 stories out of 33 (more than 15%) are covered about them.

A news published with headline ‘Rifleman Vijay Rai named as soldier killed in
Afghanistan’ praises the bravery of a Gurkha soldier.

As other Gurkha related news the news of killing of Rifleman Vijaya Rai from the
Royal Gurkha Rifles in Afghanistan was published with priority.

Rai was killed while protecting a checkpoint.

An unique but glorifying statement from his family is quoted “He was very proud to
be a Gurkha, and died doing his chosen job. His father and family members are very
proud of him.”

The news quoted the British Defense Secretary who expressed his deep concern and
sorrow.

“Defense Secretary Philip Hammond said: "Rifleman Vijay Rai was clearly a
dedicated, professional and well-loved soldier who tragically lost his life while
protecting his comrades.

"My thoughts go out to the family, friends and colleagues of this proud Gurkha at
this most difficult time."xxvii

Likewise, a news entitled ‘Gurkha cuts disproportionate, says ex-Army chief’ shows
the disappointment of an ex-army chief of Britain.

The British Defense Ministry has decided to cut in
the number of Gurkhas in the British force stating

that it was necessary to cut the size to deal with a
38billion Pound defense budget.

A news says about 150 Gurkha soldiers are to leave
the army as a result of compulsory job losses.

The news quotes the former head of the Defense
Force Sir Mike Jackson who says the cuts in Gurkha
is disproportionate.

“Sir Mike told the BBC: "There's a very clear reason
for the apparent disproportionate numbers of
Gurkhas.

"As a result of a very recent campaign, Gurkha pay,
conditions and pensions were put onto the same
basis as the British armed forces as a whole."

"I'm afraid the advantage they gained as a result of
that successful campaign does mean that under
these circumstances sadly there is an apparent disproportionate burden on the
Gurkhas themselves.” xxviii

Source: BBC Online

Figure 13: Gurkhas in
Britain
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The report says the decision is not easy. It relates during the peak of World War II
the number of Gurkha was 112,000 whereas about 3500 today.

The news quotes Peter Carroll, of the Gurkha Justice Campaign, who described
cutting back any part of the armed forces as ‘dreadfully short-sighted’.

"It is particularly unfair that such a large number of Gurkhas are going against their
own wishes," he said.

The number seems inproportionate indeed. In the entire British force 260 personnels
will be made compulsorily redundant among them more than half will be Gurkhas.

Alastair Lawson has analyzed in his two long articles about the consequences after
the support of British Actress Joanna Lumley extended to the Gurkhas rights.

He says in his first article entitled ‘Was Lumley campaign good for Gurkhas?’ that

“The local authority estimates that one in 10 of the town's 90,000 residents comes
from Nepal - many as a direct result of the campaign Ms Lumley helped lead.

If the British Gurkha Welfare Society (BGWS) is to be believed, Joanna Lumley's
campaign has been a disaster, resulting in thousands of elderly and infirm Gurkha
pensioners - most unable to speak English - living in poor accommodation and
relying on state handouts to survive.” One of the reports say.

The report quotes the entire statement of Joanna Lumley in which she has praised the
Gurkhas for their blood split to form the Great Britain as a welfare state.

“….what we asked for on behalf of the Gurkhas was just and fair.

All other foreign and Commonwealth soldiers had the right to settle in Britain,
regardless of the cost to this country: but only the pre-1997 retired Gurkhas were
denied this right.”xxix

The reporter says in his report “Ms Lumley's supporters insist that her campaign
successfully reversed decades of discrimination against older Gurkhas who fought
for the British army yet were denied the right to retire in the UK.

But the BGWS argues that it would be far more cost-effective if retired Gurkhas were
paid better pensions and encouraged to stay in Nepal rather than pursue the more
expensive option of immigrating to the UK to take advantage of state pensions,
housing benefit and free health care.”

The report has pitifully issued that About 25,000 Gurkhas who retired before 1997
still get only about a third of the amount of pension received by their British and
Commonwealth former comrades, despite winning the right to live in Britain.

The pension rule was changed in 1997 giving equal pension to all retired from British
Army after 1997.

The quality of life for many of these people is terrible Lawson says quoting British
Gurkha Welfare Society’s Secretary Chhatra Rai that many cannot speak English and
because they are old they often find it difficult to get out and mix with the
community.

In another story published on the same day under the headline ‘How have Lumley's
Gurkhas fared?’ Lawson has published many stories of poorly living in the British
towns of British Military Aldershot.
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This is a story of Man Bahadur Sunwar who served less than 15 years in the British
Army and not eligible for a Gurkha Pension is rely on British state pension and
housing benefit to live in the UK.

They all share a cramped one-
bedroom flat in Aldershot which
has a tiny kitchen and bathroom.

Quoting Sunwar he says “The
same proof of address is needed
to register with a doctor. So far
we have not received a single
penny from the British
authorities since arriving from
Nepal and it is a real battle to

make ends meet. We don't even have any money to buy groceries and are penniless
because we spent all our savings getting here from Nepal.”xxx

Although many old aged ex-army men and their dependents are trying hard to
adjust themselves in the UK environment, most of them are happy to get this
opportunity and are grateful to Lumley. “To me Joanna Lumley is a goddess” a
common statement comes out from almost of them.

A news entitled ‘Bravery medal for Gurkha who fought Taliban’ describes about Cpl
Dip Prasad Pun was presented by the second highest bravery medal ‘the
Conspicuous Gallantry Cross’ of UK by the Queen.

A news report explains about the bravery demonstrated by the 31 years young
soldier while he was attacked by the Taliban in his checkpoint in Afghanistan.

“I had so many of them around
me that I thought I was definitely
going to die so I thought I'd kill as
many of them as I could before
they killed me," he said.

"That incident happened in the
middle of my tour and after that I
thought nobody can kill us now -
when we met the enemy, I wasn't
scared.

"I thought the Taliban did not
have the capacity to fight with
us.”xxxi The news reported quoting him.

The news says he fired more than 400 rounds, launched 17 grenades and detonated a
mine.

Adventure/Environment

The first successful completion of the Great Himalaya Trail a 1700 kilometer long
trekking that is done by a woman has made an interesting story.

Figure 14: Actress Lumley's affliction with
Gurkha

Figure 15: Cpl Dip Prasad Pun

Source: BBC Online

Source: BBC Online



Nepal in the BBC: An Observational Study of the Online Edition

32

The report entitled ‘Himalayan first for Surrey woman Toni Wilson’ says “Amateur
mountaineer and single mother Toni Wilson, 49, from Epsom, completed the Great
Himalaya Trail on 16 July.

It is described as the longest, highest
and most expensive trek in the

world.”xxxii

The 157 days travelling climbing 30
high altitude mountains they faced
many difficulties and eyed a rare
snow leopard.

The news says those trekkers have
taken away ‘fond memories of the
Nepalese people.’

Another Exclusive story of conquering
over the Mt. Everest is published with

a headline ‘Mount Everest climb by County Down resident Gavin Bate’ in 24th May.
Matthew Thomson relates the exciting story of the climber Gavin Bate who has
nearly lost his life in his earlier attempts and was failed within 250 m of the summit
on each of his last five attempts.

Five rigorous attempts failed and tried for the sixth which sounds adventurous.

The successful step on the peak laid at 10.15am on Friday 21st May. “It was an
amazing feeling. You can see the curvature of the Earth, the sky is black because you
can see space," he said, speaking via satellite phone from his base camp in
Nepal.”xxxiii

The report says Mr. Bate attempted the Everest in 2000 for the first time conquered it
10.15am on Friday 21st May 2011.

In his attempt of 2007 when he reached a height of 8600m he suffered by a
pulmonary oedema (a life-threatening build up of fluid in the lungs) and
subsequently contracted hypothermia.

“Yet for someone who has shown such rigid determination to come back and face
mortal peril time and again, Mr. Bates is surprisingly nonchalant about his previous
experiences” the report says.

Many climbers climb and add a heap of garbage in the mountain but a notable fact
about Mr. Bate is he has established a charity, Moving Mountains, 20 years ago
which is for humanitarian and environmental work in Nepal, Kenya and Borneo. The
report says his Everest expeditions have raised almost US$ 1 million for the charity.

Even he says “The important thing to remember is that climbing Everest is a pretty
selfish, pointless thing to do.”

Figure 16: First to Great Himalayan
Trail

Source: BBC Online
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Nabin Singh Khadka in another article published with a headline ‘Quakes could
rupture glacial lakes’ relates the danger of earthquake which is always in alarming
condition in the entire Himalayan Belt because it lies in the earthquake region.

It cannot be called the prophesy, but Khadka an environment reporter of BBC has
made a report in the last May, prophesying on the Glacial lakes in the Himalayas
pointing they could pose a major hazard to population centers if they are ruptured
by earthquakes.

The Himalayan region is dotted with glacial lakes and is in a seismically active zone.

Khadka observes number of glacial lakes are increasing with the increment in
melting the glaciers which are alarmingly dangerous to the difficult to access human
settlements in the Hindu-Kush Himalayas.

“Landslides and avalanches can make even smaller lakes dangerous, especially
during earthquakes, experts say.

For instance, the outburst of the Dig Tsho glacial lake near Mount Everest in eastern
Nepal in 1985 was triggered by a large ice and rock avalanche.

……..

Nepal's is one of the most monitored glacial lakes. The Tsho Rolpa is risky not just
because of its growing size and weak moraine, but also because it has two hanging
glaciers high above it.”xxxiv

The report quoting the UNEP report says “A great number of people are potentially
in danger should the lakes classified as dangerous in the Hindu Kush Himalayas
drain.”

Khadka points the glaciers are not monitored in relation to seismicity quoting a
Pakistani Geologist.

The report has alarmed the concerns to study and address the problem telling that in
most cases there would be little or no warning and there will be insufficient time to
complete evacuation.

Literature

The online has published news on ‘Nepal’s hosts its first literary fair in
Kathmandu.’

Looks a very minor issue having importance was covered with a new angle.

Many people are not ready to accept it as the first literary fair ever organized in
Nepal but the report by Joanna Jolly claims it to be the first.

The fair is observed relatively to the post conflict transition stage of Nepal.

“Nepal is in a moment of great change," says Namita Gokhale, the advisor to the
Kathmandu festival, "and it's a young democracy.

"It needs a forum for dialogue, for conversation, for hearing each other's stories...
What's most important is that it gives equal space, equal respect to Nepali traditional
writers and English writers so they get a vital chance to talk to each other, to hear
each other.”xxxv
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Jolly have mentioned in her report the world famous writers Alka Saraogi (India),
William Dalrymple (UK/India), Namita Gokhale (India), Mohammed Hanif
(Pakistan), Susan Waten (India), Patrick French (UK), Shazia Omar were attending
the festival.

Tibet

Small issue on Tibet as other western media is covered by BBC well. Thousands of
Tibetan refugees are taking shelter in Nepal. Sometimes they come to protest against
China in Kathmandu.

Mostly they prefer the surrounding of UN House in Pulchowk to protest. If 15
people gathered and protested against China, more than a dozen of western
reporters gather to shoot the scene in their camera.

In the same way the BBC
online has given a protest
of the refugees in a news
entitled ‘Tibetan
protesters arrested in
Nepal’ in which Jonathan
Josephs reports for the
online that Dozens of
Tibetan protesters have
been arrested in Nepal as
they held a prayer
meeting.

“They had gathered to
express their support for
nine Tibetans who had set themselves on fire this year in protest against Chinese rule
of Tibet.

Five of those acts of self-immolation took place at a monastery in China's Sichuan
province.xxxvi

Questions may arise with this news. Being a buffer state any activities by the Tibetan
refugee becomes ‘a pill to swallow hard’ for Nepal.

Nepal has been supporting the “One China Policy” in favour of the ‘Giant North’
whereas the west is always raising question of the people’s right to protest which is
indeed a significant element of democracy.

A video of this story is attached in the online which clarifies that it is covered by the
online with high priority.
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Photo Feature

A photo feature is published during the earthquake in September. The title of the
feature was ‘In pictures : Earthquake shakes Himalayan region.’

Since the earthquake shook Nepal as well as Sikkim in India and Yang Dong county
in Tibet (China), the stories made a joint coverage on the issues. It has published
altogether six pictures of the destruction by earthquake in India and Nepal.xxxvii

Figure 17 :The collapse of the British Embassy Wall killed 3 people

Source: BBC Online
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Chapter 4

Conclusion and Recommendations

Conclusion

Focusing to the international readers, the online has published many news stories
about Nepal, ranging from very small issue to the big political and environmental
issues. It has prioritized upon the quality of article. All articles are following a
standard, have balance in content and tried to give out complete ideas of the news
event. In the published articles they have well quoted of the sources and given credit
to other news agencies.

The news matters published in the BBC can draw a picture about contemporary
society of Nepal. The news coverage on political and social issues can inform people
and may help to build opinion in the mass society. In the past especially during the
Popular Movement-I against Panchayat system, the press was banned in Nepal, the BBC
has played a vital role to build public opinion in favour of democracy.

Although the online priorities upon the handful Tibetan refugees issues, the issues
on mentionable number of Bhutanese refugees that have a bigger importance for this
region are neglected.

In comparison to the issues of other countries in the south Asia, Nepal issues are
covered very less.

Recommendations

The snow of the Himalaya is melting year by year because of the global warming.
Being an undeveloped country, Nepal is facing various other problems of
environmental degradation. The developed countries are the cause of it so they are to
be reported about the consequences of their action of degrading the ozone layer and
the environment. It is recommended to the online to extend its coverage on Nepal
focusing these issues.

BBC reporters should be familiar to the important issues like Bhutanese refugee.
Nepal’s officials, politicians, Gurkhas and other newsmakers should develop skills to
attract international media through their opinion.

Nepalese reporters affiliated to the BBC are recommended to produce more
illustrative news/articles and guide other reporters because they know the local
issues better.
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Annex-I

Nepal in the BBC, Stories Detail
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Annex-II

Quoting of News Source
News/Topics News source quote
Tibetan protesters arrested in Nepal Not quoted

Nepal parties agree final part of
landmark peace deal

PM’s spokesman, BBC’s Jill MCGivering

Nepal Christians plan hunger strike
over burial ground

Nepalese Christian, BBC’s Joanna Jolly, community
members, Temple authorities.

Six dead in Nepal military rescue
plane crash

Officials, an army spokesman, senior police official Uma
Prasad Chaturbedi to the AFP news agency, Nepal army
spokesman Rabindra Chetri to the Associated Press,

Nepal rescue plane missing with six
people on board

Army spokesperson

Rifleman Vijay Rai named as soldier
killed in Afghanistan

Rifleman Rai’s Family, Lt Col Fraser Rea, Commanding
Officer, Defence Secretary Philip Hammond,

Nepal bus plunges off mountain road
'killing 41'

Police, Sindhuli CDO Beni Madhav Gyawali

Nepal comes to terms with foreign
adoptions tragedy

One diplomat, Sarita Bhujel the mother, Researchers say,
Diplomats and child rights activists, Hague Convention

Nepal tourist plane crashes near
Kathmandu killing 19

Ganesh Raj Joshi, Tourism Secretary, local TV station, one
witness, police spokesman Binod Singh to Reuters news
agency.

Deadly earthquake rocks India,
Nepal and Tibet

Authorities, Chinese Authorities, the Himalayan Times
newspaper, Witnesses

In pictures: Earthquake shakes
Himalayan region

Not quoted

Race to rescue quake victims in
India, Nepal and Tibet

Xinhwa news agency, officials in all region, US Geological
Survey, Chinese authority, Disaster Management team in
Delhi to Reuters news agency, a resident in Gangtok, a british
tourist, Bhim Dahal, Press advisor to Sikkim’s Chief Minister.

Deadly earthquake strikes India-
Nepal border

Not quoted

At least 50 dead in Himalayan quake

Nepal's hosts its first literary fair in
Kathmandu

Namita Gokhale, the advisor to the Kathmandu festival,
William Dalrymple, who is speaking in Kathmandu,
Organizers,

Nepal's prize-winning poet with
cerebral palsy

Jhamak Kumari Ghimire, Report of The New York-based
advocacy group Human Rights Watch, Ms Ghimire's father,
Krishna Prasad Ghimire, prominent Nepalese novelist and
translator Manjushree Thapa,

Gurkha cuts disproportionate, says
ex-Army chief

Sir Mike Jackson, former head of the Defence Force, The
Ministry of Defence (London), Defence Secretary Liam Fox,
MoD spokesman, Peter Carroll, of the Gurkha Justice
Campaign,

PM Bhattarai praised for choosing
Nepal-made Mustang

Golchha Motors, Surendra Golchha, managing director,
Industry analysts
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News/Topics News source quote
Myriad challenges facing new Nepal
PM Baburam Bhattarai

Not quoted

New Nepal PM Baburam Bhattarai
pledges to secure peace

Baburam Bhattarai

Baburam Bhattarai elected prime
minister of Nepal

BBC’s Surendra Phuyal, AFP news agency

Himalaya village caught between
culture and nature

Locals of Halji Village, villagers, Kojuk Objang Tamang, the
head of Halji village, Astrid Hovden of the University of Oslo,
who has been conducting her PhD research in Halji, Mangal
Lama, a social worker, Nepal's National Adaptation
Programme of Action, prepared under the United Nations
climate convention,

Nepalese town of Pokhara imposes
triple ban on students

Autherities in Pokhara, Many people, Guardians Association
of Nepal member Hemraj Baral, Pokhara Chief District Officer
Shambhu Koirala, class 12 student Crispy Timilsina,

Was Lumley campaign good for
Gurkhas?

Local Authority of London, Johanna Lumley, British Gurkha
Welfare Society(BGWS) statement, Ministry of Defence in
London, BGWS General Secretary Chhatra Rai, Gerald
Howarth, the MP, Gurkha Justice Campaign (GJC) joint leader
Martin Howe, Gurkha Ragprasad Purja

How have Lumley's Gurkhas fared? Man Bahadur Sunuwar- former Gurkha, BGWS General
Secretary Chhatrai Rai, Muktinath Ghale, one of more than
more 5,000 Gurkha dependents, Haridan Rai former Gurkha,
Tekbahadur Garung- former Gurkha,

Himalayan first for Surrey woman
Toni Wilson

Toni Wilson

Nepal police hold MP on passport
fraud suspicion

Not quoted

Nepal declared free of mines five
years after civil war

UN official Robert Piper, PM Jhalanath Khanal, Phulchoki
minefield site manager Captain Diksha Raj Bhandari, BBC's
Joanna Jolly

Bravery medal for Gurkha who
fought Taliban

Dip Prasad Pun

Nepal's political deadlock reaches
crisis point

Prashant Singh- Activist, Gagan Thapa from opposition party,
Baburam Bhattarai- Maoist Vice-chairman, Prasant Jha-
Nepali Journalist.

Mount Everest climb by County
Down resident Gavin Bate

Gavin Bate the climber

Malnutrition crisis looms for remote
Himalayan villages

Kela Nepali, Suresh Shahi a local, UN World Food
Program(WFP), Prem Bahadur Malla, a farmer in Joripani,
WFP officer Christina Hobbs, Local teacher Ang Bahadur
Shahi, The Nepali government,

Quakes 'could rupture glacial lakes' Experts, Sushil Kumar geophysicist Waida Institute of
Himalayan Geology in India, Pradeep Mool, a glaciologist with
the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD), Officials with Nepal's National Seismological Centre
(NSC), Dilliram Tiwari of the NSC, Recent report by ICIMOD
with World Bank and the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction
and Recovery, UNEP Report, Professor Asif Khan, a geologist
with the Peshawar University in Pakistan,
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